REJOICE
“FOREVER
N CREATIO

ICE-BREAKERS

If you could imagine a “new haven and new earth,” what's
one thing you would hope to see there?

If you could imagine a “new haven and new earth,” what's
one thing you would hope to see there?

Isaiah describes a world where people “enjoy the work of
their hands.” What's something you've created, built, or
grown that brought you real joy?

Isaiah describes a world where people “enjoy the work of
their hands.” What's something you've created, built, or
grown that brought you real joy?

The passage speaks of peace between the wolf and the
lamb. Who or what represents “the wolf and the lamb” in
our world today?

The passage speaks of peace between the wolf and the
lamb. Who or what represents “the wolf and the lamb” in
our world today?

When you think of lasting peace or joy, what place,
activity, or moment comes to mind?

When you think of lasting peace or joy, what place,
activity, or moment comes to mind?

SERMON BASED SERMON BASED

How does Isaiah’s vision of a “new heaven and new
earth” challenge our tendency to see the world as beyond
repair?

How does Isaiah’s vision of a “new heaven and new
earth” challenge our tendency to see the world as beyond
repair?

What does it mean to “live as if the new creation has
already begun”? How might this change the way we

approach our relationships, our community, or our church
lite?

What does it mean to “live as if the new creation has
already begun”? How might this change the way we

approach our relationships, our community, or our church
life?

continue on back continue on back



sermon-based continued

The sermon draws a contrast between “the vision of Luke”
(chaos and despair) and “the vision of Isaiah” (peace and
renewal). When are you most tempted to live according to
the vision of Luke, and how can faith help you recover
Isaiah’s hope?

Paul says, “If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.”
What are some signs that God's new creation is already
breaking through in your life or in the world?

The image of the winter field teaches that God's renewal
often begins unseen. How might this image speak to
areas of your life, church, or world that seem lifeless or
barren today?

BEYOND THE TEXT

How does believing in God's ongoing renewal shape the
way Christians engage in acts of justice, peacemaking,
and creation care? In what ways are we co-laborers in
the renewal god promises?

Methodists speak of “going on to perfection;” being
perfected in love. How does this understanding of
sanctification connected to Isaiah’s vision of peace and
community flourishing?

If every act of compassion, forgiveness, or reconciliation
is a “brick in God’s new city,” what small, concrete acts
could you take this week to help build that city where you
live and serve?

ited
me’rrﬁ!:)%%;-’!-ucn Il-lel}J RCH

113 West Central Avenue | Van Wert, Ohio 45891 | 419-238-0631 | vanwertfirst.net

65:17 - 25

sermon-based continued

The sermon draws a contrast between “the vision of Luke”
(chaos and despair) and “the vision of Isaiah” (peace and
renewal). When are you most tempted to live according to
the vision of Luke, and how can faith help you recover
Isaiah’s hope?

Paul says, “If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.”
What are some signs that God's new creation is already
breaking through in your life or in the world?

The image of the winter field teaches that God's renewal
often begins unseen. How might this image speak to
areas of your life, church, or world that seem lifeless or
barren today?

BEYOND THE TEXT

How does believing in God's ongoing renewal shape the
way Christians engage in acts of justice, peacemaking,
and creation care? In what ways are we co-laborers in
the renewal god promises?

Methodists speak of “going on to perfection;” being
perfected in love. How does this understanding of
sanctification connected to Isaiah’s vision of peace and
community flourishing?

If every act of compassion, forgiveness, or reconciliation
is a “brick in God's new city,” what small, concrete acts
could you take this week to help build that city where you
live and serve?
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